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ASSESSMENT POLICY – HIGHER SCHOOL CERTIFICATE (HSC) 

The purpose of this policy is to ensure that assessment in Higher School Certificate (HSC) courses at 
Ambarvale High School: 

• is delivered in a manner that is authentically equitable 

• measures student learning outcomes 

• serves to provide information to the teacher, student and parent that clearly shows progress 

and where learning should next occur. 

 

HIGHER SCHOOL CERTIFICATE COURSE ASSESSMENT 

School assessment for HSC courses is carried out to measure student progress throughout a course, 
and to assess student performance in those aspects of the course which may not be adequately 
assessed by a single examination at the end of the course. 
 
The Assessment Program 

HSC course work, including the assessment program, will commence at the beginning of Term 4 in 
Year 11 and conclude at the end of Term 3 in Year 12. HSC examinations occur in Term 4 of Year 12. 
 
To coordinate the timing of assessment tasks in different courses: 

• students will be provided with an overall assessment task schedule which will provide an 

indication of when assessment tasks in each course will occur 

• an outline of assessment tasks for each individual course specifying the various tasks (tests, 

assignments, etc), timing and the marks allocated for each task will be provided to students. 

• The schedule and outlines are provided as an advanced guide to when assessment tasks will 

occur. Students will be typically given two weeks’ notice before an assessment task. Any 

unforeseen circumstances that result in changes to assessment task timings will be 

communicated to students in writing if and when they occur. 

 
The Assessment Program for Life Skills Courses  

Students studying Life Skills courses will follow a different assessment program. Ongoing 
assessment is carried out within the classroom and the workplace. Achievement of course outcomes 
is described in the Profile of Student Achievement. As students demonstrate that they have achieved 
a learning outcome, the relevant section of the Profile is signed and dated by the relevant teachers. 
 
Before students leave school, each student’s Profile is verified by the Principal as a true and accurate 
record of all learning outcomes achieved by that student. 
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Satisfactory Completion of a Higher School Certificate Course 

The NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) has stipulated that a student will be considered to 
have satisfactorily completed a course if, in the Principal’s view, there is sufficient evidence that the 
student has: 

a) followed the course developed or endorsed by NESA 
b) applied themselves with diligence and sustained effort to the set tasks and experiences 

provided in the course by the school 
c) achieved some or all of the course outcomes. 

 
A student who has not complied with the above requirements cannot be regarded as having 
satisfactorily completed the course and may be given a Non-Completion Determination 
(N determination) by the Principal. 
 
NESA states that: Students must also make a genuine attempt at assessment tasks that contribute 
in excess of 50% of the available marks. It is emphasised that completion of assessment tasks worth 
exactly 50% is not sufficient; tasks worth in excess of 50% must be attempted.1 
 
If at any time it appears that a student is at risk of being given an N determination in any course, the 
student must be warned as soon as possible and the parent advised in writing (if the student is under 
18 years of age). A minimum of two such warnings need to be provided before an N determination 
can be given. 
 
Whilst a particular rate of attendance is not a requirement for the completion of a course, irregular 
attendance can clearly impact on students’ application of diligence and sustained effort to the set 
tasks and experiences for the course. Attendance could thus be a significant factor leading to 
potential warning letters and ultimately an N determination. 
 
 
Non-Completion of Course Requirements: N Determination  

If a student has not satisfied requirements for a course the Principal must: 

• advise the student of the N determination, its consequences, and the student’s right to 
appeal (initially at a school level and then with NESA if desired) 

• indicate the N determination to NESA by inserting an ‘N’ in the space provided on the 
Assessment Collection Schedule 

• Submit the student’s assessment mark for the course on the Schedule in the event that the 
student’s appeal is upheld. 
 

If a student is at risk of not meeting the assessment requirements in a course, a minimum of two 
warnings must be given. The Principal or their delegate must: 

• advise the student, in writing, in time for the problem to be corrected and alert the student 
to the possible consequences of an N determination 

• advise the parent in writing (if the student is under 18) and request a written 
acknowledgement of the warning 

• retain a copy of the warning and other relevant documentation. 

 

 
 
1 https://ace.nesa.nsw.edu.au/ace-8026  

https://ace.nesa.nsw.edu.au/ace-8026
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Student Responsibilities  

Students must: 

• sign upon receipt of each assessment task 

• ask questions and seek clarification about the assessment task as required 

• sign upon submission of each assessment task, with the exception of electronic assessment 
tasks 

• submit assessment tasks on or before the due dates in an appropriate format 

• submit their own work 

• not interfere with the efforts of others 

• attempt ALL sections/components of assessment tasks and tests and sit for ALL examinations  

• maintain a backup copy of work completed and/or submitted electronically – technology 
failure is not an acceptable reason for not completing or submitting an assessment task 

• be aware of the penalties for late or non-submission of assessment tasks 

• be aware of the procedure to be followed if they are absent when an assessment task is to 
be submitted or completed in class. 

 
Teacher Responsibilities 

Class teachers must: 

• ensure that students are provided with a copy of the assessment outline for the course 

• follow the assessment outline for the course  

• note that it is best practice to give students usually at least two weeks’ notice of the date 

and time of an assessment task (some tasks may benefit from earlier notification) 

• ensure students sign to acknowledge receipt of each assessment task - absent students 

should receive, and sign for, the information the next time they attend class  

• ensure that every assessment task notification includes: 

o task number and weighting 

o due date 

o outcomes to be assessed 

o administrative information concerning the task, such as submission format, word 

limit, etc 

o an outline of the nature of the task, explaining what is required 

o marking criteria by which the task will be assessed, written in student friendly 

language 

o one feedback point (optional for students) leading up to the due date 

o style of feedback to be provided post-task. 

• draw students’ attention to, and explain, all of the above aspects of the task 

• provide copies of notifications and tasks for uploading onto the school website. 

Assessments can include, but are not limited to: in-class tasks, take home tasks, research tasks, tests, 
examinations, oral tasks, aural tasks, presentations, projects and field work. Note that some tasks 
may have a mandatory component set by NESA. 
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Due Dates 

Take-home assessment tasks are due by 2:50 pm on the advertised due date. It is good practice to 
avoid Friday as a due date. 
 
In-class assessment tasks must be submitted by the end of that class period. 
 
 
Illness/Misadventure 

If a student is absent from school when an assessment task is due, the student should provide 
documentary evidence on the day they return to school (e.g. medical certificate or other evidence 
of misadventure) to support their absence. In consultation with the Deputy Principal, the Head 
Teacher will arrange another time for the student to complete the task, or an alternate task if 
deemed necessary. 
 
If a student knows that they will be unavoidably absent (such as representing the school on sporting, 
cultural, or educational representative duties – NOT family holidays) when an assessment task is 
due, the student must inform the relevant Head Teacher in advance. In consultation with the Deputy 
Principal, the Head Teacher will arrange another time for the student to complete the task, or an 
alternate task if deemed necessary. 
 
In rare and exceptional circumstances, completion of the task or an alternate task at another time 
may not be possible. In these rare instances, an estimate, based on the student’s demonstrated 
learning against the relevant outcomes, will be given.   
 
Where a student does not provide valid documentation, as determined by the Head Teacher and 
Deputy Principal, then the student will receive a ZERO mark for that task. However, the task must 
still be satisfactorily completed for the student to complete the course. 
 
  
Non-Genuine Attempts 

If a student makes a non-genuine attempt, without intellectual engagement with the task, as 
decided by the class teacher in consultation with the Head Teacher, the teacher should issue a 
written warning that the student is at risk of an N determination in that course and stipulate the 
required date to re-sit or resubmit the task or an alternate task. 
 
The student may receive a mark of ZERO for that task but is entitled to written feedback from the 
teacher on the revised submission, providing it is genuine. 
 
 
Malpractice 

Malpractice occurs when a student: 

• copies another student’s work, whether in an examination or in other assessment tasks 

• intentionally allows another student to copy their work 

• presents work from a source that is not theirs and claims it as their own. 
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Cases of suspected malpractice will be referred to the Principal. A case of proven dishonesty or 
malpractice by a student in an assessment task may result in a reduced or ZERO mark being awarded 
for the task.  
 
Students who misbehave during exams or assessment tasks will be removed and may receive a mark 
of ZERO for the task. This includes the inappropriate use of electronic devices such as mobile phones 
and music players. 
 
All incidents of malpractice will be registered on the NESA HSC Assessment Task Malpractice 

Register. 

 

Feedback 

As part of regular good classroom practice, teachers will provide feedback on drafts of student work. 
However, formal assessment tasks are a summative assessment of student learning and allow 
students to demonstrate what they know and can do independently of the teacher. As a result, 
students will be offered one feedback opportunity at a set time during formal take-home 
assessment tasks. It is optional for students to participate in this feedback opportunity. Marks for 
the assessment task will be allocated to the final submission only. 
 
When assessment tasks and marks are returned to students, teachers will provide timely, 
substantial and meaningful post-task feedback according to the type and style indicated on the 
assessment task notification. Such feedback can be oral and/or written, formal or informal 
(reflecting the significance and complexity of the task) and can be generalised for the cohort or 
individualised. Teachers should ensure that feedback is equitable across the cohort, hence the use 
of feedback proformas is encouraged. 
 
Feedback will enable students to reflect on the quality of their work and provide students with 
direction in terms of the knowledge and skills demonstrated, those not demonstrated and advice 
on how to develop further. 
 
 
Marking, Recording and Reporting on Student Achievement 

Teachers will mark assessment tasks in a timely manner and according to the marking criteria 
indicated on the assessment task notification. Tasks should be marked and returned to students 
within two weeks of the due date. 
 
Teachers will record marks both electronically and in hard copy. The combination of marks to form 
a school course mark will accurately reflect the weightings for each individual task.  
 
Students will be provided with an assessment mark and rank for each assessment task. Students will 
be supplied with a cumulative course rank (but NOT mark) on the half-yearly report and a final rank 
(but NOT mark) on the final school report. 
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Invalid and Unreliable Tasks 

Occasionally a scheduled assessment task needs to be cancelled or the results of a task discarded 
due to a reasonable concern that the validity, reliability or security of the task has been 
compromised. In any such circumstance the Head Teacher will consult the senior executive who will 
contact NESA for advice in establishing an appropriate alternative.  
 
 
Appeal/Review Procedures 

There is a standard procedure for making an appeal for each circumstance below and information 
regarding appeals will be made available to students or their parent on request. 
 

• Students may appeal against an individual assessment mark and/or rank no later than two 
days after they have been provided. Any appeal will be considered on an individual basis by 
the Head Teacher of the course and the Deputy Principal. Students are advised to make 
appeals in writing and seek the assistance of their Year Adviser if needed. 

• A student (or their parent if the student is under 18 years of age) may request a review of 
their course rank. This should be done no later than five days after the final HSC 
examination. Information regarding the review process will be provided to the student or 
parent at that time. 

• A student (or their parent if the student is under 18 years of age) may appeal against an 
N determination for a course. Information regarding the internal and external appeal 
processes and the time limit for their submission are set by NESA and will be supplied to the 
student and parent by the Principal at the time they are advised of the N determination. 

 
Further Information 

Further information relating to general assessment issues may be obtained from the Principal or 
Deputy Principals. 
 

SCHOOL CONTRIBUTIONS 

School Contributions help cover the cost of textbooks, numerous handouts, computer hardware 
and software and many other resources required by individual students. At Ambarvale High School 
we have decided to wave all specific course fees. Students no longer need to pay to participate in 
specific subjects, and no longer are asked to make a voluntary student contribution. 
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2020-21 HSC ASSESSMENT SCHEDULE 

Week Term 4, 2020 Term 1, 2021 Term 2, 2021 Term 3, 2021 

1   English Extension 2  English Extension 2 

2  Science Extension Business Studies Visual Design 

3  
Sport, Lifestyle and Recreation 
 

 

English Advanced 
English Standard 
English Studies  
English EAL/D 
History Extension  
Industrial Technology 
Music 1 

4   Science Extension 
English Extension 1 
History Extension  
Physics  

5  Visual Design 
Sport, Lifestyle and Recreation 
 

Ancient History 
Community and Family Studies 
Chemistry  
Earth and Environmental 
Science  
Legal Studies 
Mathematics Extension 1 
Modern History  
Science Extension 
Visual Arts 
Work Studies 

6 All VET Courses 

All VET Courses  
English Extension 2  
Industrial Technology  
Community and Family Studies 
 

All VET Courses  
Mathematics Standard 1 
 

All VET Courses  
Biology 
Mathematics Standard 2 
Mathematics Advanced 
Mathematics Extension 2  
PDHPE  
Sport, Lifestyle and Recreation 
Visual Design  

7 
Chemistry 
Industrial Technology  
Physics 

Visual Arts  

Non 
Assessment 

Period 

Non 
Assessment 

Period 

8 

Biology 
Business Studies 
Earth and Environmental 
Science Mathematics Standard 
1 
Mathematics Standard 2 
Mathematics Advanced 
Mathematics Extension 2 
Music 1 
Work Studies 

Business Studies 
Chemistry 
Earth and Environmental 
Science English Extension 1 
Mathematics Standard 1 
Mathematics Standard 2 
Work Studies 

9 

English Advanced  
English Standard  
English Studies 
English EAL/D 
Legal Studies 
Mathematics Extension 1 
Modern History  
Visual Design 

Biology 
English Advanced  
English Standard  
English Studies  
English EAL/D 
Legal Studies 
Mathematics Advanced  
Mathematics Extension 2 
Modern History  
Physics  

HSC Trial 
Examinations 
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Ancient History 
Community and Family Studies  
PDHPE  
Visual Arts 

Ancient History 
Mathematics Extension 1 
Music 1 
PDHPE  
Sport, Lifestyle and Recreation 
 

11     

 

NOTE - Some subjects may have a task or an assessable task scheduled during the Trial examination 
period. These tasks will be timetabled and students must attend school as the designated time to 
complete these tasks. 
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Faculty: CAPA   Course: Music 1 

In this course you will cover: 
 

Performance Core 
Composition Core 
Musicology Core 
Aural Core 
Electives 1,2, and 3 

 
HSC Course Assessment Components 
 
The mandatory components and weightings for the HSC course are set out below. The internal 
assessment mark submitted to the NESA is to be based on the HSC course only. 
A: Performance 

• Performing solo and ensemble music of various genres, periods and styles with different 
types of technology.  

• Incorporating improvisation in performances. 
B: Composition 

• Experimenting, improvising, arranging, structuring, notating and using different forms of 
technology 

C: Musicology 

• Identifying and commenting on the concepts of music in a variety of genres  

• Use of different types of technology in the presentation of information. 
D: Aural     

• Discriminate between sounds and to make judgements about their use in a wide range of 
musical styles, periods and genres. 

 

COMPONENTS WEIGHTING 

TASK 1 TASK 2 TASK 3 TASK 4 

Due 
Term 4 
Week 8 

Due 
Term 1 

Week 10 

Due 
Term 2 

Week 9/10 

Due 
Term 3 
Week 3 

RESEARCH, 
COMPOSE and 

PERFORM 

ELECTIVES 
1 

TRIAL HSC 
EXAMINATION 

ELECTIVE  
2 and 3 

Outcomes H1, 
H2, H3, H5, 

H7, H8 

Outcomes 
H1- H8 

Outcomes  
H4, H6 

Outcomes 
H1- H8 

A 10 10    

B 10 10    

C 10 10    

D 25   25  

A, B, C * 45  15  30 

Total Marks 100% 30 15 25 30 

*Students complete any combination of Performance, Composition or Musicology 
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Music 1 Course Outcomes 
 
H1 Performs stylistically, music that is characteristic of the topics studied, both as a soloist and 

as a member of an ensemble 
H2 Reads, interprets, discusses and analyses simple musical scores that are characteristic of 

topics studied 
H3 Improvises and composes music using the range of concepts for familiar sound sources 

reflecting the cultural and historical contexts studied 
H4 Articulates an aural understanding of musical concepts and their relationship in a wide 

variety of musical styles 
H5 Critically evaluates and discusses performances and compositions 
H6 Critically evaluates and discusses the use of the concepts of music in works representative 

of the topics studied and through wide listening 
H7 Understands the capabilities of performing media, incorporates technologies into 

composition and performance as appropriate to the topics studied 
H8 Identifies, recognises, experiments with and discusses the use and effects of technology in 

music 
H9 Performs as a means of self-expression and communication 
H10 Demonstrates a willingness to participate in performance, composition, musicology and 

aural activities 
H11 Demonstrates a willingness to accept and use constructive criticism  
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Faculty: CAPA   Course: Visual Arts 

In this course you will cover: 

Art Criticism and Art History 

Body of Work and Visual Arts Diary 

 
HSC Course Assessment Components 
 
The mandatory components and weightings for the HSC course are set out below. The internal 
assessment mark submitted to the NESA is to be based on the HSC course only. 
A Knowledge and understanding of Art Criticism and Art History: 

Students will develop knowledge, skills and understanding of how they may represent an 
informed point of view about the visual arts in their critical and historical accounts. 

 
B Skills in Artmaking:  

Students will develop knowledge, skills and understanding of how they may represent their 
interpretations of the world in artmaking as an informed point of view.  

 

 
Visual Arts Course Outcomes 
 
H1  initiates and organizes artmaking practice that is sustained, reflective and adapted to suit 

particular conditions 
H2  applies their understanding of the relationships among the artist, artwork, world and 

audience through the making of a body of work 
H3  demonstrates an understanding of the frames when working independently in the making 

of art 
H4  selects and develops subject matter and forms in particular ways as representations in 

artmaking 
H5  demonstrates conceptual strength in the production of a body of work that exhibits 

coherence and may be interpreted in a range of ways 
H6  demonstrates technical accomplishment, refinement and sensitivity appropriate to the 

artistic intentions within a body of work 
H7  applies their understanding of practice in art criticism and art history 

COMPONENTS WEIGHTING 

TASK 2 TASK 2 TASK 3 TASK 4 

Due 
Term 4 

Week 10 

Due 
Term 1 

Weeks 7 

Due 
Term 2 

Weeks 9/10 

Due 
Term 3 
Week 5 

Preliminary 
Bow and Diary 

VAD and 
Research 

Essay 

Trial HSC 
Examination 

B.O.W 
Nearing 

Completion 

Outcomes  
H1, H4, H 8, H9 

Outcomes 
H2, H3, H10 

Outcomes  
H7, H8, H9, 

Outcomes 
H5, H6, H7 

A 40  20 20  

B 60 20   40 

Total Marks 100% 20 20 20 40 
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H8  applies their understanding of the relationships among the artist, artwork, world and 
audience 

H9  demonstrates an understanding of how the frames provide for different orientations to 
critical and historical investigations of art 

H10  constructs a body of significant art histories, critical narratives and other documentary 
accounts of representation in the visual arts 
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Faculty: CAPA   Course: Visual Design 

In this course you will cover: 

Designing and Making Artworks 

Critical and Historical Studies 

 
HSC Course Assessment Components 
 
The mandatory components and weightings for the HSC course are set out below. The internal 
assessment mark submitted to the NESA is to be based on the HSC course only. 
A Knowledge and understanding of Designing and Making Artworks: 

Students will develop knowledge, skills and understanding through the making of works in 
design that lead to and demonstrate conceptual and technical accomplishment. 

 
B Skills in Critical and Historical Studies:  

Students will develop knowledge, skills and understanding that lead to increasingly 
accomplished critical and historical investigations of design.  

 

 
Visual Design Course Outcomes: 
 
DM1 generates a characteristic style that is increasingly self-reflective in their design practice 
DM2 explores concepts of artist/designer, kinds of designed works, interpretations of the world 

and audience/consumer response in their making of designed works 
DM3 investigates different points of view in the making of designed works 
DM4 generates images and ideas as representations/simulations 
DM5 develops different techniques suited to artistic and design intentions in the making of a 

range of works 
DM6 takes into account issues of occupational health and safety in the making of a range of works 
CH1 generates in their critical and historical practice ways to interpret and explain design 
CH2 investigates the roles and relationships among the concepts of artist/designer, work, world 

and audience/consumer in critical and historical investigations 

COMPONENTS WEIGHTING 

TASK 1 TASK 2 TASK 3 TASK 4 

Due 
Term 4 
Week 9 

Due 
Term 1 
Week 5 

Due 
Term 3 
Week 2 

Due 
Term 3 
Week 6 

Research 
Task 

Portfolio + 
Journal 

Portfolio and 
Journal 

Design Brief 
and Portfolio 

Collaborative 
Design 

Outcomes 
DM 1, 3 

CH 3 

Outcomes 
DM 2, 4, 5 

CH4 

Outcomes 
DM 2, 6 
CH 1,2 

Outcomes 
DM 1,5, 3 

A 70 15 20 20 15 

B 30 10 5 15  

Total Marks 100% 25 25 35 15 
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CH3 distinguishes between different points of view, using the frames in their critical and historical 
investigations 

CH4 explores ways in which histories, narratives and other accounts can be built to explain 
practices and interests in the fields of design 
Note: DM - Designing and Making 

  CH - Critical and Historical Studies 
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Faculty: English   Course: English Advanced 

In this course you will cover: 
 
Year 12 Course  Common Module: Texts and Human Experiences 

Module A: Textual Conversations 
Module B: Critical Study of Literature 
Module C: The Craft of Writing 
 

Text Requirements Students are required to closely study four prescribed texts, one drawn 
from each of the following categories: 
Shakespearean drama, The Tempest  
Prose fiction, Hag Seed, Atwood 
Drama, The Crucible, Miller 
Film, Clooney, Goodnight, and Good Luck 
The remaining text may be film, media or nonfiction text or may be 
selected from one of the categories above. 
 
The selection of texts for Module C: The Craft of Writing may be drawn 
from any types of texts and do not contribute to the pattern of prescribed 
texts for the course. 
 
Students must study ONE related text in the Common Module: Texts and 
Human Experiences. 

 
HSC Course Assessment Components 
 
Common Module: Texts and Human Experiences  
Students deepen their understanding of how texts represent individual and collective human 
experiences. Students appreciate, explore, interpret, analyse and evaluate the ways language is 
used to shape these representations in a range of texts in a variety of forms, modes and media. 
 
Module A: Textual Conversations  

Students explore the ways in which comparative study of texts can reveal resources and dissonances 
between and within texts. By comparing two texts students understand how composers are 
influenced by other texts, contexts and values, and how this shapes meaning. 
 
Module B: Critical Study of Literature  

Students develop detailed analytical and critical knowledge, understanding and appreciation of a 
substantial literary text. 
 

Module C: The Craft of Writing 

Students strengthen and extend their knowledge, skills and confidence as accomplished writers. 
Students write for a range of audiences and purposes using language to convey ideas and emotions 
with power and precision. 
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COMPONENTS WEIGHTING 

TASK 1 TASK 2 TASK 3 TASK 4 

Due 
Term 4 
Week 9 

Due 
Term 1 
Week 9 

Due 
Term 2 

Week 9/10 

Due 
Term 3 
Week 3 

Multimodal 
Presentation 

Comparative 
Essay 

Trial HSC 
Examination 

Creative 
Composition 

Outcomes 
EA12-1 
EA12-2  
EA12-9 

Outcomes 
EA12-1  
EA12-3 
EA12-6 

Outcomes 
EA12-1  
EA12-3  
EA12-4  
EA12-8 
EA12-9 

Outcomes 
EA12-4 
EA12-5  
EA12-7  
EA12-9 

Common 
Module: Texts 

and Human 
Experiences 

20 20    

Module A: 
Textual 

Conversations 
25  25   

Module B: 
Critical Study 
of Literature 

30   30  

Module C: 
The Craft of 

Writing 
25    25 

Total Marks 100% 20 25 30 25 

 
 
English Advance Outcomes 
 
EA12-1 independently responds to, composes and evaluates a range of complex texts for 

understanding, interpretation, critical analysis, imaginative expression and pleasure 
EA12-2 uses, evaluates and justifies processes, skills and knowledge required to effectively 

respond to and compose texts in different modes, media and technologies 
EA12-3  critically analyses and uses language forms, features and structures of texts justifying 

appropriateness for specific purposes, audiences and contexts and evaluates their effects 
on meaning 

EA12-4  strategically adapts and applies knowledge, skills and understanding of language concepts 
and literary devices in new and different contexts 

EA12-5 thinks imaginatively, creatively, interpretively, critically and discerningly to respond to, 
evaluate and compose texts that synthesise complex information, ideas and arguments 

EA12-6 investigates and evaluates the relationships between texts 
EA12-7 evaluates the diverse ways texts can represent personal and public worlds and recognises 

how they are valued 
EA12-8  explains and evaluates nuanced cultural assumptions and values in texts and their effects 

on meaning 
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EA12-9  reflects on, evaluates and monitors own learning and refines individual and collaborative 
processes as an independent learner  
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Faculty: English   Course: English Standard 

In this course you will cover: 

Year 12 Course 

Common Module: Texts and Human Experiences 
Module A: Language, Identity and Culture 
Module B: Close Study of Literature 
Module C: The Craft of Writing 
 

Text Requirements 

Students are required to closely study three prescribed texts, one drawn 
from each of the following categories: 
Prose fiction, Feed, Anderson 
Drama, Pygmalion, Shaw 
Film, Billy Elliot, Daldry 
The selection of texts for Module C: The Craft of Writing may be drawn 
from any types of texts and do not contribute to the pattern of prescribed 
texts for the course. 
 
Students must study ONE related text in the common module: Texts and 
Human Experiences. 

 
HSC Course Assessment Components 
 
Common Module: Texts and Human Experiences  
Students deepen their understanding of how texts represent individual and collective human 
experiences. They examine how texts represent human qualities and emotions associated with, or 
arising from, these experiences. Students appreciate, explore, interpret, analyse and evaluate the 
ways language is used to shape these representations in a range of texts in a variety of forms, modes 
and media. 
 
Module A: Language, Identity and Culture  

Language has the power to both reflect and shape individual and collective identity. Students 
consider how their response to written, spoken, audio and visual texts can shape their self-
perception. They also consider the impact texts have on shaping a sense of identity for individuals 
and/or communities. Through their responding and composing students deepen their 
understanding of how language can be used to affirm, ignore, reveal, challenge or disrupt prevailing 
assumptions and beliefs about themselves, individuals and cultural groups. 
 
Module B: Close Study of Literature  

Students develop an informed understanding, knowledge and appreciation of a substantial literary 
text. Through their development of considered personal responses to the text in its entirety, 
students explore and analyse the particular ideas and characteristics of the text and understand the 
ways in which these characteristics establish its distinctive qualities. 
 
Module C: The Craft of Writing  

Students strengthen and extend their knowledge, skills and confidence as writers. They write for a 
range of authentic audiences and purposes to convey ideas with power and increasing precision. 
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COMPONENTS WEIGHTING 

TASK 1 TASK 2 TASK 3 TASK 4 

Due 
Term 4 
Week 9 

Due 
Term 1 
Week 9 

Due 
Term 2 

Week 9/10 

Due 
Term 3 

Weeks 3 

Multimodal 
Presentation 

Analytical 
Response 

Trial HSC 
Examination 

Creative 
Composition 

Outcomes 
EN12-1 
EN12-2 
EN12-9 

 

Outcomes 
EN12-1 
EN12-3 
EN12-6 

 

Outcomes 
EN12-1 
EN12-3 
EN12-4 
EN12-8 
EN12-9 

Outcomes 
EN12-4 
EN12-5 
EN12-7 
EN12-9 

 

Common 
Module: Texts 

and Human 
Experiences 

20 20    

Module A: 
Language, 

Identity and 
Culture 

25  25   

Module B: 
Close Study of 

Literature 
30   30  

Module C: 
The Craft of 

Writing 
25    25 

Total Marks 100% 20 25 30 25 

 
English Standard Outcomes 
 
EN12-1 independently responds to, composes and evaluates a range of complex texts for 

understanding, interpretation, critical analysis, imaginative expression and pleasure 
EN12-2 uses, evaluates and justifies processes, skills and knowledge required to effectively 

respond to and compose texts in different modes, media and technologies 
EN12-3  critically analyses and uses language forms, features and structures of texts justifying 

appropriateness for specific purposes, audiences and contexts and evaluates their 
effects on meaning 

EN12-4  strategically adapts and applies knowledge, skills and understanding of language 
concepts and literary devices in new and different contexts 

EN12-5 thinks imaginatively, creatively, interpretively, critically and discerningly to respond to, 
evaluate and compose texts that synthesise complex information, ideas and arguments 

EA12-6 investigates and evaluates the relationships between texts 
EA12-7 evaluates the diverse ways texts can represent personal and public worlds and 

recognises how they are valued 
EN12-8  explains and evaluates nuanced cultural assumptions and values in texts and their 

effects on meaning 
EN12-9  reflects on, evaluates and monitors own learning and refines individual and 

collaborative processes as an independent learner  
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Faculty: English   Course: English Studies 

In this course you will cover: 
 
Year 12 Course Mandatory common module: Texts and Human Experiences 

An additional 2-4 modules to be studied 
Text Requirements • Study ONE text from the prescribed text list and one related text 

for the Common Module: Texts and Human Experiences. 

• Read, view, listen to and compose a wide range of texts 
including print and multimodal texts. 

• Study at least one substantial print text (novel, biography or 
drama) 

• Study at least one substantial multimodal text (film or television) 
Additional Requirements • Plan, research and present activities as part of one individual 

and/or collaborative project. 

• Develop a portfolio of texts they have planned, drafted, edited 
and presented in written, graphic and/or electronic forms across 
all the modules undertaken during the year. 

• Engage with the community through avenues for example visits, 
surveys, interviews, work experience, listening to guest speakers 
and/or excursions. 

 

HSC Course Assessment Components 
 
Common Module: Texts and Human Experiences 
Students deepen their understanding of how texts represent individual and collective human 
experiences. They examine how texts represent human qualities and emotions associated with, or 
arising from, these experiences. Students appreciate, explore, interpret, analyse and evaluate the 
ways language is used to shape these representations in a range of texts in a variety of forms, modes 
and media. 
 
Module A: We Are Australians: English in citizenship, community and cultural identity 
Students study a range of texts in order to develop awareness of complex aspects of Australian 
citizenship, community and cultural identity, and to develop language skills appropriate to 
participating in discussion and decision-making about these matters. 
 
Module C: On the Road: English and the Experience of Travel 
Students develop understanding and proficiency in the use of language related to travel, for 
example the language used by journalists, filmmakers and those in the travel industry.  
 
Module H – Part of the Family: English and Family Life  
Students develop their understanding of, and proficiency in, the use of language related to the 
nature of families, the roles of family within communities as well as their representation in text. 
Students develop knowledge, understanding and skills in accessing and comprehending official 
information to support families. They develop skills in using appropriate terminology and styles of 
language appropriate to the explanation and discussion of general issues relating to family life. 
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COMPONENTS WEIGHTING 

TASK 1 TASK 2 TASK 3 TASK 4 

Due: 
Term 4 
Week 9 

Due: 
Term 1 
Week 9 

Due: 
Term 2 

Weeks 9/10 

Due: 
Term 3 
Week 3 

Viva Voce 
and Graphic 

Essay 

Multimodal 
Presentation 

Trial HSC 
Examination 
OR Written 
Response 

Portfolio of 
classwork 

Outcomes 
ES12-4 
ES12-6 
 ES12-7 
ES12-8 

Outcomes 
ES12-3 
ES12-5 
ES12-7 
ES12-9 

Outcomes 
ES12-1 
ES12-2 
ES12-4 
ES12-5 
ES12-9 

Outcomes 
ES12-1 
ES12-4 
ES12-7 

ES12-10 

Knowledge and 
understanding 
of course 
content 

50 10 10 15 15 

Skills in 
comprehending 
texts, 
communicating 
ideas, using 
language 
accurately, 
appropriately 
and effectively. 

50 10 15 10 15 

Total 100% 20 25 25 30 

 
English Studies Outcomes 
 
ES12-1 comprehends and responds analytically and imaginatively to a range of texts, including 

short and extended texts, literary texts and texts from academic, community, workplace 
and social contexts for a variety of purposes. 

 
ES12-2 identifies, uses and assesses strategies to comprehend increasingly complex and 

sustained written, spoken, visual, multimodal and digital texts that have been composed 
for different purposes and contexts. 

 
ES12-3  accesses, comprehends and uses information to communicate in a variety of ways.  
 
ES12-4 composes proficient texts in different forms. 
 
ES12-5  develops knowledge, understanding and appreciation of how language is used, identifying 

and explaining specific language forms and features in texts that convey meaning to 
different audiences.  
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ES12-6  uses appropriate strategies to compose texts for different modes, media, audiences, 
contexts and purposes.  

 
ES12-7  represents own ideas in critical, interpretive and imaginative texts.  
 
ES12-8 understands and explains the relationships between texts. 
 
ES12-9  identifies and explores ideas, values, points of view and attitudes expressed in texts, and 

explains ways in which texts may influence, engage and persuade different audiences. 
 
ES12-10  monitors and reflects on own learning and adjusts individual and collaborative processes 

to develop as a more independent learner. 
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 Faculty: English   Course: English EAL/D 

In this course you will cover:-  
 
Year 12 Course  Common Module A: Texts and Human Experiences 

Module B: Language, Identity and Culture 
Module C: Close Study of Literature 
Module D: Focus on Writing 

 
Text Requirements 

 
Students are required to closely study three prescribed texts, one drawn 
from each of the following categories: 
Prose fiction, The China Coin, Baillie 
Poetry, Contemporary Asian Australian Poets, Aitken, Cheng Boey, Cahill 
Film, Truman Show, Peter Weir 
The selection of texts for Module D: Focus on Writing may be drawn from 
any types of texts and do not contribute to the pattern of prescribed texts 
for the course. 
Students must study ONE related text in the common module: Texts and 
Human Experiences. 
 

HSC Course Assessment Components 
 
Common Module A: Texts and Human Experiences  

In this module, students interpret and respond to texts that deal with the question of what it means 
to be human. They experiment with different approaches to textual appreciation and analysis and 
consolidate and build on skills in responding and composing from the Year 11 English EAL/D course. 
This module will also include a concurrent Focus on Writing module, where students develop and 
refine their knowledge and skills in writing, speaking and representing. 
 
Module B: Language, Identity and Culture  

Through the study of one prescribed text and a selection of related material, students develop 
awareness and understanding of how our perceptions of and relationships with others and the 
world are shaped by written, spoken and visual language. Through close language study, and by 
experimenting with different language choices, they consider and reflect on ways that texts affirm 
or challenge prevailing assumptions and beliefs about individuals and lifestyles, and about social 
and cultural groupings. They consider representations of and perspectives on culture and identity 
and they investigate and reflect on their own and others' experiences of adapting to changed 
circumstances. This module will also include a concurrent Focus on Writing module, where students 
develop and refine their knowledge and skills in writing, speaking and representing. 
 
Module C: Close Study of Text 

In this module, students develop an informed understanding, knowledge and appreciation of a 
substantial text. They explore information, ideas, attitudes and values that are communicated in 
and through the text, and they examine and reflect on the ways in which the content, form and 
language of the text have been composed and assembled. 

 
This module will also include a concurrent Focus on Writing module, where students develop and 
refine their knowledge and skills in writing, speaking and representing. 
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Module D: Focus on Writing  

Students develop and refine their knowledge and skills in writing, speaking and representing. They 

design and present a range of texts, appropriate to the module being studied, to communicate 

information, ideas, attitudes and values for different purposes, audiences and contexts. Students 

analyse, evaluate and reflect on the expressive, aesthetic and imaginative qualities of the written, 

spoken and multimodal texts studied in their other HSC modules. Using these texts as models and 

inspiration, they experiment with techniques, styles and forms in a range of modes and media to 

produce their own crafted works, for example creative, imaginative, critical, discursive, persuasive 

and informative texts. Through the process of writing students generate ideas, experiment with 

techniques, styles and forms, and reflect on the strengths and areas for improvement in their 

compositions and their emerging proficiency as English language users. 
 

COMPONENTS WEIGHTING 

TASK 1 TASK 2 TASK 3 TASK 4 

Due 
Term 4 
Week 9 

Due 
Term 1 

Weeks 9 

Due 
Term 2 

Weeks 9/10 

Due 
Term 3 
Week 3 

Multimodal 
Presentation 

Analytical 
Response 

Trial HSC 
Examination 

Persuasive 
Task 

Outcomes 
EAL12-1 
EAL12-2 
EAL12-9 

Outcomes 
EAL12-1 
EAL12-3 
EAL12-6 

 

Outcomes 
EAL12-1  
EAL12-3  
EAL12-4 
EAL12-8 
EAL12-9 

Outcomes 
EAL12-4 
EAL12-5 
EAL12-7 
EAL12-9 

Common 
Module A: 
Texts and 

Human 
Experiences 

20 20    

Module B: 
Language, 

Identity and 
Culture  

25  25    

Module C: 
Close Study of 

Text 
30   30  

Module D:  
Focus on 
Writing 

25    25 

Total Marks 100% 20 25 30 25 
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English EAL/D Outcomes 
 
EAL12-1A responds to, composes and evaluates a range of complex and sustained texts for 

understanding, interpretation, critical analysis, imaginative expression and pleasure. 
 
EAL12-1B communicates information, ideas and opinions in a range of familiar and unfamiliar 

personal, social and academic contexts. 
 
EAL12-2  uses, evaluates and justifies processes, skills and knowledge necessary for responding 

to and composing a wide range of texts in different media and technologies. 
 
EAL12-3 identifies, selects and uses language forms, features and structures of texts appropriate 

to a range of purposes, audiences and contexts, and analyses and evaluates their effects 
on meaning. 

 
EAL12-4 applies and adapts knowledge, skills and understanding of literary devices, language 

concepts and mechanics into new and different contexts. 
 
EAL12-5 thinks imaginatively, creatively, interpretively and critically to respond to, represent and 

evaluate complex ideas, information and arguments in a wide range of texts. 
 
EAL12-6 investigates and evaluates the relationships between texts. 
 
EAL12-7 integrates understanding of the diverse ways texts can represent personal and public 

worlds. 
 
EAL12-8  analyses and evaluates cultural references and perspectives in texts and examines their 

effects on meaning. 
 
EAL12-9  reflects on, assesses and monitors own learning and refines individual and collaborative 

processes as an independent learner. 
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Faculty: English   Course: English Extension 1 

In this course you will cover: 
 
Year 12 Course Common Module: Literary Worlds with ONE elective 

 
Text Requirements The study of at least THREE texts must be studied from a 

prescribed text list for the module study including at least TWO 
extended print texts. 

• Prose Fiction, Frankenstein, Shelley  

• Drama, Waiting for Godot, Beckett  

• Film, Metropolis, Lang  
 

Students are required to study at least TWO related texts.  
 
 
HSC Course Assessment Components 
 
Common Module: Literary Worlds 
 
Students explore, investigate, experiment with and evaluate the ways texts represent and 
illuminate the complexity of individual and collective lives in literary worlds. Students evaluate 
how ideas and ways of thinking are shaped by personal, social, historical and cultural contexts. 
They extend their understanding  
 
Elective 2: Worlds of Upheaval 
 
Students explore and evaluate textual representations of the experiences of individuals and 
communities seeking unity, certainty, solace, justice or restoration in periods of significant social 
and political change and upheaval. They analyse hoe texts represent the predicaments, aspirations, 
motivations and ideas of individuals and groups in periods of upheaval and reflect on the potential 
of texts to activate change in attitudes, perspectives and social circumstances. Students consider 
how texts representing worlds of social and political change may challenge literary conventions and 
traditional societal values. They critically evaluate how texts represent shifting values, contexts and 
attitudes, and reconsider their own values and assumptions in relation to these representations. 
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COMPONENTS WEIGHTING 

TASK 1 TASK 2 TASK 3 

Due 
Term1 
Week 8 

Due 
Term 2  

Weeks 9/10 

Due 
Term 3  
Week 4 

Imaginative 
Response and 

Reflection 

Trial HSC 
Examination 

Critical response 
with related text 

Outcomes  
EE12-2 
EE12-4 
EE12-5 

Outcomes  
EE12-1  
EE12-2 
EE12-3 
EE12-4 

Outcomes  
EE12-2  
EE12-3  
EE12-4  
EE12-5 

Knowledge and 
understanding of 
complex texts and 

why they are valued 

50 15 15 20 

Skills in complex 
analysis 

composition and 
investigation 

50 15 15 20 

Total Marks 100 % 30 30 40 

 
 
English Extension 1 Course Outcomes 
 
EE12-1  A student demonstrates and applies insightful understanding of the dynamic, often 

subtle, relationship between text, purpose, audience and context, across a range of 
modes, media and technologies. 

 
EE12-2 A student analyses and experiments with language forms, features and structures of 

complex texts, discerningly evaluating their effects on meaning for different purposes, 
audiences and contexts. 

 
EE12-3 A student independently investigates, interprets and synthesises critical and creative 

texts to analyse and evaluate different ways of valuing texts in order to inform and refine 
response to and composition of sophisticated texts. 

 
EE12-4 A student critically evaluates how perspectives, including the cultural assumptions and 

values that underpin those perspectives, are represented in texts. 
 
EE12-5 A student reflects on and evaluates the development of their conceptual understanding 

and the independent and collaborative writing and creative processes. 
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Faculty: English   Course: English Extension 2 

In this course you will cover: 
Year 12 Course The Composition Process 

Major Work 
Reflection Statement 
The Major Work Journal 

 
Text Requirements 

 
Students undertake extensive independent investigation involving a range 
of complex texts during the composition process and document this in 
their major Work Journal and Reflection Statement.  

 

 
For the English Extension 2 Year 12 course students are expected to: 
 

• Undertake the study of the Year 12 English Extension course 

• Complete a Major Work and Reflection Statement 

• Document coursework in a Major Work Journal 
 

COMPONENTS WEIGHTING 

TASK 1 TASK 2 TASK 3 

Due 
Term 1  
Week 6 

Due 
Term 2  
Week 1 

Due 
Term 3  
Week 1 

Viva Voce 
(including 

written 
proposal) 

Literature 
Review 

Critique of the 
creative process 

Outcomes 
EEX12-1 
EEX12-4 
EEX12-5 

Outcomes 
EEX12-1 
EEX12-2 
EEX12-3 
EEX12-4 

Outcomes 
EEX12-2 
EEX12-3 
EEX12-5 

Knowledge and 
understanding of texts 

and why they are 
valued 

50 15 20 15 

Skills in complex 
analysis composition 

and investigation 
50 15 20 15 

Total Marks 100% 30 40 30 

 
  



31 

English Extension 2 Course Outcomes 
 
EEX12-1 A student demonstrates a deep understanding of the dynamic relationship between text, 

composer, audience and context through the conceptualisation and execution of an 
extended composition using appropriate mode, medium and technology. 

 
EEX12-2 A student strategically and effectively manipulates language forms and features to create 

a substantial extended composition for a specific purpose, audience and context. 
 
EEX12-3 A student applies knowledge, understanding and insight, refined through analysis, 

interpretation, criticism. 
 
EEX12-4 A student undertakes extensive independent investigation to articulate a personal 

perspective that explores, challenges, speculates or evaluates a significant experience, 
event or idea. 
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Faculty: HSIE   Course: Ancient History 

In this course you will cover: 

Module Topic 

Part I: Core Study: Cities of Vesuvius - Pompeii and 
Herculaneum 

As described 

Part II: Ancient Societies  Minoan Crete  

Part III: Personalities in their Times Hatshepsut 

Part IV: Historical Periods New Kingdom Egypt to Death of 
Thutmose IV 

 
HSC Course Assessment Components 
 
The mandatory components and weightings for the HSC course are set out below. The internal 
assessment mark submitted to the NESA is to be based on the HSC course only. 
 
Knowledge and understanding of course content (40%) 
Historical skills in the analysis and evaluation of sources and interpretations (20%) 
Historical inquiry and research (20%) 
Communication of historical understanding in appropriate forms (20%) 
 

COMPONENTS 

 
 
 
 

WEIGHTING 
 
 
 
 

TASK 1 TASK 2 TASK 3 TASK 4 

Due 
Term 4 

Week 10 

Due 
Term 1 

Week 10 

Due 
Term 2 

Weeks 9-10 

Due 
Term 3 
Week 5 

Case Study: 
Source 

Analysis 

Historical 
Analysis 

Trial HSC 
Examination 

Research 
Task 

Outcomes 
AH12-2 
AH12-7 

Outcomes 
AH12-5 
AH12-6 
AH12-8 

Outcomes 
AH12-4 
AH12-9 

AH12-10 

Outcomes 
AH12-1 
AH12-3 

A 40 5 10 15 10 

B 20 10 5 5  

C 20  5 5 10 

D 20 10 5 5  

Total Marks 100% 25 25 30 20 
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Ancient History Course Outcomes 
 
AH12-1 accounts for the nature of continuity and change in the ancient world. 
 
AH12-2  proposes arguments about the varying causes and effects of events and  
  developments. 
 
AH12-3  evaluates the role of historical features, individuals and groups in shaping the past. 
 
AH12-4  analyses the different perspectives of individuals and groups in their historical  
  context. 
 
AH12-5  assesses the significance of historical features, people, places, events and  
  developments of the ancient world. 
 
AH12-6  analyses and interprets different types of sources for evidence to support an  
  historical account or argument. 
 
AH12-7  discusses and evaluates differing interpretations and representations of the past. 
 
AH12-8  plans and conducts historical investigations and presents reasoned conclusions,  
  using relevant evidence from a range of sources. 
 
AH12-9  communicates historical understanding, using historical knowledge, concepts and 
  terms, in appropriate and well-structured forms. 
 
AH12-10  analyses issues relating to the ownership, custodianship and conservation of the  
  ancient past. 
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Faculty: HSIE   Course: Business Studies 

In this course you will cover: 
• Operations  

• Marketing  

• Finance  

• Human Resources 

 
HSC Course Assessment Components 
The mandatory components and weightings for the HSC course are set out below. The internal 
assessment mark submitted to the NESA is to be based on the HSC course only. 
 
A Knowledge and understanding of course content (40%) 
B Stimulus based skills (20%) 
C  Inquiry and research (20%) 
D  Communication of business information, ideas and issues in appropriate forms (20%) 
 

COMPONENTS WEIGHTING 

TASK 1 TASK 2 TASK 3 TASK 4 

Due 
Term 4  
Week 8 

Due 
Term 1  
Week 8 

Due 
Term 2  
Week 2 

Due 
Term 2 

Weeks 9/10 

Investigation 
of Operations 

Extended 
Response 

Task 

Marketing 
Plan 

HSC Trial 
Exam 

Outcomes 
H1, H2, H4, 
H5, H6, H7, 

H8, H9 

Outcomes 
H3, H5, H8, 

H9 

Outcomes 
H2, H5, H6, 
H7, H8, H9, 

H10 

Outcomes 
H1, H2, H3, 
H5, H6, H8, 

H9, H10 

A 40 10 10 10 10 

B 20 5 5 5 5 

C 20 5 5 5 5 

D 20 5 5 5 5 

Total Marks 100% 25 25 25 25 
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Business Studies Course Outcomes 

 

H1 critically analyses the role of business in Australia and globally. 
 
H2 evaluates management strategies in response to changes in internal and external 

influences. 
 
H3 discusses the social and ethical responsibilities of management. 
 
H4 analyses business functions and processes in large and global businesses. 
 
H5 explains management strategies and their impact on businesses. 
 
H6 evaluates the effectiveness of management in the performance of businesses. 
 
H7 plans and conducts investigations into contemporary business issues. 
 
H8 organises and evaluates information for actual and hypothetical business situations. 
 
H9 communicates business information, issues and concepts in appropriate formats. 
 
H10 applies mathematical concepts appropriately in business situations. 
. 
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Faculty: HSIE   Course: History Extension 

In this course you will cover: 
Module 
What is History? 
 Core topic 
 Case Study – To be decided – Student vote 
History Project  

 
HSC Course Assessment Components 
 
The mandatory components and weightings for the HSC course are set out below. The internal 
assessment mark submitted to the Board of Studies is to be based on the HSC course only. 
 
A Knowledge and understanding of significant historical ideas and processes 
B Skills in designing, undertaking and communicating historical inquiry and analysis 
 
 
 

COMPONENTS WEIGHTING  

TASK 1 TASK 2 TASK 3 

Due 
Term 2  
Week 3 

Due 
Term 2 

 Weeks 9/10 

Due 
Term 3 
 Week 4 

History Project: 
Historical Process 

Trial HSC 
Examination 

History Project:  
The Essay 

Outcomes Outcomes Outcomes 

HE12-2 HE12-1 
HE12-4 

HE12-1 
HE12-2 
HE12-3 
HE12-4 

Knowledge and 
understanding of 

significant 
historical ideas and 

processes 

40 5 30 5 

Skills in designing, 
undertaking and 
communicating 

historical inquiry 
and analysis 

60 25  35 

Total Marks 100% 30 % 30 % 40 % 
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History Extension Course Outcomes 

 

E1.1 analyses and evaluates different historical perspectives and approaches to history and the 
interpretations developed from these perspectives and approaches. 

 
E2.1 plans, conducts and presents a substantial historical investigation involving analysis, 

synthesis and evaluation of information from historical sources of differing perspectives 
and historical approaches. 

 
E2.2 communicates through detailed, well-structured texts to explain, argue, discuss, analyse 

and evaluate historical issues. 
 
E2.3 constructs a historical position about an area of historical inquiry and discusses and 

challenges other positions. 
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Faculty: HSIE   Course: Legal Studies 

In this course you will cover: 

Module Topic 

CORE PART I Crime 

CORE PART II Human Rights 

PART III: OPTION  To be decided – Student Vote 

PART III: OPTION  To be decided – Student Vote 

 
HSC Course Assessment Components 
 
The mandatory components and weightings for the HSC course are set out below. The internal 
assessment mark submitted to the NESA is to be based on the HSC course only. 
 
A Knowledge and understanding of course content (40%) 
B Analysis and evaluation (20%) 
C  Inquiry and research (20%) 
D Communication of Legal Studies information, issues and ideas in appropriate forms (20%) 
 
 

COMPONENTS WEIGHTING 

TASK 1 TASK 2 TASK 3 TASK 4 

Due 
Term 4  
Week 9 

Due 
Term 1  
Week 9 

Due 
Term 2  

Weeks 9/10 

Due 
Term 3 
 Week 5 

Topic Test Crime Report 
Trial HSC 

Examination 

 
Research 

Essay 
 

Outcomes Outcomes Outcomes Outcomes 

H1, H3, H4, 
H8, H9 

H3, H4, H5, 
H6, H7, H8 

H1, H2, H3, 
H4, H5, H7, 

H9, H10 

H1, H2, H3, 
H7, H9 

A 40 5 10 20 5 

B 20 5 5 5 5 

C 20 5 10  5 

D 20 5 5 5 5 

Total Marks 100% 20 30 30 20 
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Legal Studies Course Outcomes 
 
H1  identifies and applies legal concepts and terminology. 
 
H2  describes and explains key features of and the relationship between Australian and 

international law. 
 
H3  analyses the operation of domestic and international legal systems. 
 
H4  evaluates the effectiveness of the legal system in addressing issues. 
 
H5  explains the role of law in encouraging cooperation and resolving conflict, as well as 

initiating and responding to change.  
 
H6  assesses the nature of the interrelationship between the legal system and society.  
 
H7  evaluates the effectiveness of the law in achieving justice. 
 
H8  locates, selects, organises, synthesises and analyses legal information from a variety of 

sources including legislation, cases, media, international instruments and documents.  
H9  communicates legal information using well-structured and logical arguments.  
 
H10  analyses differing perspectives and interpretations of legal information and issues.  
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Faculty: HSIE   Course: Modern History 

In this course you will cover: 

Module Topic 

Part I:  Core Study: Power and Authority in the Modern  
 World 1919-1946 

As described. 

Part II: National Studies Russia and the Soviet Union 
1917-1941 

Part III:  Peace and Conflict Conflict in the Gulf 1980 - 2011 

Part IV:  Change in the Modern World The Changing World Order 
1945-2011 

 
HSC Course Assessment Components 
 
The mandatory components and weightings for the HSC course are set out below. The internal 
assessment mark submitted to the NESA is to be based on the HSC course only. 
 

Component 
Weighting 

% 

A Knowledge and understanding of course content 40 

B Historical skills in the analysis and evaluation of sources and interpretations 20 

C Historical inquiry and research 20 

D Communication of historical understanding in appropriate forms 20 

 

COMPONENTS WEIGHTING 

TASK 1 TASK 2 TASK 3 TASK 4 

Due 
Term 4 
Week 9 

Due 
Term 1 
Week 9 

Due 
Term 2 

Weeks 9/10 

Due 
Term 3 
Week 5 

Case study: 
Historical 
analysis 

Core study: 
Source analysis 

Trial HSC 
Examination 

Case study: 
Research 

Task 

Outcomes 
MH12-2, 
MH12-5, 
MH12-6, 
MH12-7, 
MH12-8, 
MH12-9 

Outcomes 
MH12-1, MH12-

4, MH12-6, 
MH12-9 

Outcomes 
MH12-1, 
MH12-3, 
MH12-5, 
MH12-9 

Outcomes 
MH12-2, 
MH12-3, 
MH12-8 

 

A 40 10 5 15 10 

B 20 5 10 5  

C 20 5  5 10 

D 20 5 10 5  

Total Marks 100% 25 25 30 20 
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Modern History Course Outcomes 
 
MH12-1  accounts for the nature of continuity and change in the modern world. 
 
MH12-2  proposes arguments about the varying causes and effects of events and developments. 
 
MH12-3  evaluates the role of historical features, individuals, groups and ideas in shaping the 

past.  
 
MH12-4  analyses the different perspectives of individuals and groups in their historical context.  
MH12-5  assesses the significance of historical features, people, ideas, movements, events and 

developments of the modern world. 
MH12-6  analyses and interprets different types of sources for evidence to support an historical 

account or argument.  
MH12-7  discusses and evaluates differing interpretations and representations of the past.  
MH12-8  plans and conducts historical investigations and presents reasoned conclusions, using 

relevant evidence from a range of sources.  
MH12-9  communicates historical understanding, using historical knowledge, concepts and 

terms, in appropriate and well-structured forms. 
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Faculty: HSIE   Course: Work Studies 

In this course you will cover: 
Module 11 – Travel (School Developed Module) 
Module 6 – Personal Finance 
Module 4 – Teamwork and Enterprise Skills 
Module 7 – Workplace Issues 
Module 5 – Managing Work and Life Commitments 
 
Module 11: Travel 
This module aims to allow students to investigate a variety of aspects relating to domestic and 
international travel. 
Module 6: Personal Finance 
This module focuses on assisting students to successfully manage their finances after obtaining a 
job. 
Module 4: Teamwork and Enterprise Skills  
This module analyses the attributes of enterprising people and examines how individuals should 
contribute to teams.  
Module 7: Workplace Issues  
This module focuses on developing a deeper understanding of issues that are important to people 
in their working lives.  
Module 5: Managing Work and Life Commitments 
This module focuses on assisting students to analyse those factors that affect work-life balance and 
to make decision that help them to get the balance right. They should develop a clear idea of the 
positive and negative influences on working lives 
 
HSC Course Assessment Components 
 
A Knowledge and Understanding 30% 
B Skills     70% 
 

COMPONENTS WEIGHTING 

TASK 1 TASK 2 TASK 3 TASK 4 

Due 
 Term 4 
Week 8 

Due 
Term 1 
Week 8 

Due 
Term 2 

Weeks 9/10 

Due 
Term 3 
Week 5 

Budget 
Activity 

(Module 6) 

Effective 
Team 

Member 
Book 

(Module 4) 

Trial HSC 
Examination 
(Module 7) 

Case Study 
Analysis 

(Module 5) 

Outcomes  
5, 8, 9 

Outcomes  
2, 5, 8, 9 

Outcomes  
2, 7, 9 

Outcomes  
5, 6, 8 

A 30 0 5 20 5 

B 70 25 20 5 20 

Total Marks 100% 25 25 25 25 
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Work Studies Course Outcomes: 

 

1.  Investigates a range of work environments.  

2.  Examines different types of work and skills for employment.  

3.  Analyses employment options and strategies for career management.  

4.  Assesses pathways for further education, training and life planning. 

5.  Communicates and uses technology effectively.  

6.  Applies self-management and teamwork skills.  

7.  Utilises strategies to plan, organise and solve problems.  

8.  Assesses influences on people’s working lives.  

9.  Evaluates personal and social influences on individuals and groups.  

  



44 

Faculty: Mathematics  Course: Mathematics Standard 1 

Knowledge, skills and understanding 
Students will develop the ability to: 

• apply reasoning, and the use of appropriate language, in the evaluation and construction of 

arguments and the interpretation and use of models based on mathematical concepts 

• use concepts and apply techniques to the solution of problems in algebra and modelling, 

measurement, financial mathematics, data and statistics, probability and networks 

• use mathematical skills and techniques, aided by appropriate technology, to organise 

information and interpret practical situations 

• interpret and communicate mathematics in a variety of written and verbal forms, including 

diagrams and graphs 

Values and Attitudes 
Students value and appreciate: 

• mathematics as an essential and relevant part of life, recognising that its development and 

use have been largely in response to human needs by societies all around the globe 

• the importance of resilience in undertaking mathematical challenges, taking responsibility 

for their own learning and evaluating their mathematical development 

HSC Course Assessment Components 
NESA requires schools to submit a school-based assessment mark for each Year 12 candidate in a 
course. Formal school-based assessment tasks are based on course requirements and components 
and weightings that contribute to the determination of the final mark for a course. 
 

Component Weighting % 

A - Understanding, fluency and communication 50 

B - Problem solving, reasoning and justification 50 

 

 

COMPONENTS WEIGHTING 

TASK 1 TASK 2 TASK 3 

Due 
Term 4 
Week 8 

Due 
Term 1 
Week 8 

Due 
Term 2 
Week 6 

In-class test Assignment/ 
Investigation 

Topics 

Extended modelling 
and problem-
solving task 

Outcomes 
MS1-12-3 
MS1-12-4 
MS1-12-9 

MS1-12-10 

Outcomes 
MS1-12-2  
MS1-12-5 
MS1-12-7  
MS1-12-9 

MS1-12-10 

Outcomes 
MS1-12-1,  
MS1-12-6 
MS1-12-9  

MS1-12-10 

A 50 18 15 17 

B 50 17 15 18 

Total Marks 100% 35 30 35 
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Mathematics Standard 1 Course Outcomes 

 
MS1-12-1 Uses algebraic and graphical techniques to evaluate and construct arguments in a 

range of familiar and unfamiliar contexts. 
 
MS1-12-2 Analyses representations of data in order to make predictions and draw conclusions. 
 
MS1-12-3 Interprets the results of measurements and calculations and makes judgements about 

their reasonableness. 
 
MS1-12-4 Analyses simple two-dimensional and three-dimensional models to solve practical 

problems. 
 
MS1-12-5 Makes informed decisions about financial situations likely to be encountered post-

school. 
 
MS1-12-6 Represents the relationships between changing quantities in algebraic and graphical 

forms. 
 
MS1-12-7 Solves problems requiring statistical processes. 
 
MS1-12-8 Applies network techniques to solve network problems. 
 
MS1-12-9 Chooses and uses appropriate technology effectively and recognises appropriate times 

for such use. 
 
MS1-12-10 Uses mathematical argument and reasoning to evaluate conclusions, communicating 

a position clearly to others. 
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Faculty: Mathematics  Course: Mathematics Standard 2 

Knowledge, skills and understanding 
Students: 

• develop the ability to apply reasoning, and the use of appropriate language, in the evaluation 

and construction of arguments and the interpretation and use of models based on 

mathematical concepts 

• develop the ability to use concepts and apply techniques to the solution of problems in 

algebra and modelling, measurement, financial mathematics, data and statistics, probability 

and networks 

• develop the ability to use mathematical skills and techniques, aided by appropriate 

technology, to organise information and interpret practical situations 

• develop the ability to interpret and communicate mathematics in a variety of written and 

verbal forms, including diagrams and graphs. 

Values and attitudes 
Students value and appreciate: 

• mathematics as an essential and relevant part of life, recognising that its development and 

use have been largely in response to human needs by societies all around the globe 

• the importance of resilience in undertaking mathematical challenges, taking responsibility 

for their own learning and evaluating their mathematical development. 

HSC Course Assessment Components 
 
The mandatory components and weightings for the HSC course are set out below. The internal 
assessment mark submitted to the NESA is based on the HSC course only. 
 
A Understanding, Fluency and Communicating 
B Problem Solving, Reasoning and Justification 
 

COMPONENTS WEIGHTING 

TASK 1 TASK 2 TASK 3 TASK 4 

Due 
Term 4  
Week 8 

Due 
Term 1  
Week 8 

Due 
Term 2  

Weeks 9/10 

Due 
Term 3  
Week 6 

In-Class Open 
Book Test 

Investigation 
Assignment 

Trial HSC 
Examination 

In-Class 
Supervised 

test 

Outcomes 
MS2-12-3,4 

MS2-12-9,10 

Outcomes 
MS2-12-5 
MS2-12-9  

MS2-12-10 

Outcomes 
MS2-12-1 to 10 

Outcomes 
MS2-12-1,2 
MS2-12-6,7 

MS2-12-9,10 

A 50 10 10 20 10 

B 50 10 10 20 10 

Total Marks 100% 20 20 40 20 
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Mathematics Standard 2 Course Outcomes 
 
MS2-12-1   uses detailed algebraic and graphical techniques to critically evaluate and construct 

arguments in a range of familiar and unfamiliar contexts. 
 
MS2-12-2   analyses representations of data in order to make inferences, predictions and draw 

conclusions.  
 
MS2-12-3   interprets the results of measurements and calculations and makes judgements 

about their reasonableness, including the degree of accuracy and the conversion of 
units where appropriate.  

 
MS2-12-4   analyses two-dimensional and three-dimensional models to solve practical 

problems. 
 
MS2-12-5   makes informed decisions about financial situations, including annuities and loan 

repayments.  
 
MS2-12-6   solves problems by representing the relationships between changing quantities in 

algebraic and graphical forms.  
 
MS2-12-7   solves problems requiring statistical processes, including the use of the normal 

distribution and the correlation of bivariate data. 
 
MS2-12-8   solves problems using networks to model decision-making in practical problems 

uses mathematical argument and reasoning to evaluate conclusions, 
communicating a position clearly to others and justifying a response.  

 
MS2-12-9  chooses and uses appropriate technology effectively in a range of contexts, and 

applies critical thinking to recognise appropriate times and methods for such use. 
 
MS2-12-10  uses mathematical argument and reasoning to evaluate conclusions, 

communicating a position clearly to others and justifying a response.   
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Faculty: Mathematics  Course: Mathematics Advanced 

Knowledge, Skills and Understanding 
Students: 

• develop knowledge, skills and understanding about efficient strategies for pattern 
recognition, generalisation and modelling techniques 

• develop the ability to use mathematical concepts and skills and apply complex techniques to 
the modelling and solution of problems in algebra and functions, measurement, financial 
mathematics, calculus, data, statistics and probability 

• develop the ability to use advanced mathematical models and techniques, aided by 
appropriate technology, to organise information, investigate, model and solve problems and 
interpret a variety of practical situations 

• develop the ability to interpret and communicate mathematics logically and concisely in a 
variety of forms. 

 
Values and Attitudes 
Students value and appreciate: 

• mathematics as an essential and relevant part of life, recognising that its development and 
use have been largely in response to human needs by societies all around the globe 

• the importance of resilience and self-motivation in undertaking mathematical challenges and 
the importance of taking responsibility for their own learning and evaluation of their 
mathematical development. 

 
HSC Course Assessment Components 
The mandatory components and weightings for the HSC course are set out below. 
 
A Understanding, Fluency and Communication (50%) 
B Problem Solving, Reasoning and Justification (50%) 
 

COMPONENTS WEIGHTINGS 

TASK 1 TASK 2 TASK 3 TASK 4 

Due 
Term 4 
Week 8 

Due 
Term 1 
Week 9 

Due 
Term 2  

Weeks 9/10 

Due 
Term 3 
Week 6 

In-class test Assignment Trial HSC 
Examination 

Extended 
Task/ 

Investigation 

Outcomes 
MA12-1, 8, 9, 

10 
 

Outcomes 
MA12-1, 3, 
5, 6, 8, 9, 10 

Outcomes 
MA12-3,  
6, 7, 9, 10 

 

Outcomes 
MA12-2, 4, 9, 

10 

A 50 10 10 20 10 

B 50 10 10 20 10 

Total Marks 100% 20 20 40 20 
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Mathematics Advanced Course Outcomes 
 
MA12-1 uses detailed algebraic and graphical techniques to critically construct, model and 

evaluate arguments in a range of familiar and unfamiliar contexts. 
 
MA12-2 models and solves problems and makes informed decisions about financial situations 

using mathematical reasoning and techniques. 
 
MA12-3 applies calculus techniques to model and solve problems. 
 
MA12-4 applies the concepts and techniques of arithmetic and geometric sequences and series 

in the solution of problems. 
 
MA12-5 applies the concepts and techniques of periodic functions in the solution of problems 

involving trigonometric graphs. 
 
MA12-6 applies appropriate differentiation methods to solve problems. 
 
MA12-7 applies the concepts and techniques of indefinite and definite integrals in the solution 

of problems. 
 
MA12-8 solves problems using appropriate statistical processes. 
 
MA12-9 chooses and uses appropriate technology effectively in a range of contexts, models and 

applies critical thinking to recognise appropriate times for such use. 
 
MA12-10 constructs arguments to prove and justify results and provides reasoning to support 

conclusions which are appropriate to the context. 
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Faculty: Mathematics  Course: Mathematics Extension 1 

Knowledge, Skills and Understanding 
Students: 

• develop efficient strategies to solve problems using pattern recognition, generalisation, proof 

and modelling techniques 

• develop the ability to use concepts and skills and apply complex techniques to the solution of 

problems and modelling in the areas of trigonometry, functions, calculus, proof, vectors and 

statistical analysis 

• use technology effectively and apply critical thinking to recognise appropriate times for such 

use 

• develop the ability to interpret, justify and communicate mathematics in a variety of forms. 

Values and Attitudes 
Students value and appreciate: 

• mathematics as an essential and relevant part of life, recognising that its development and 

use has been largely in response to human needs by societies all around the globe 

• the importance of resilience and self-motivation in undertaking mathematical challenges and 

the importance of taking responsibility for their own learning and evaluation of their 

mathematical development. 

HSC Course Assessment Components 
 
The mandatory components and weightings for the HSC course are set out below. 
 
A Understanding, Fluency and Communication (50%) 
B Problem Solving, Reasoning and Justification (50%) 
 

COMPONENTS WEIGHTINGS 

TASK 1 TASK 2 TASK 3 TASK 4 

Due 
Term 4  
Week 9 

Due 
Term 1 

Week 10 

Due 
Term 2 

Weeks 9/10 

Due 
Term 3  
Week 5 

In-class test Assignment Trial HSC 
Examination 

Extended 
Task/ 

Investigation 

Outcomes 
ME12-1, 2, 

6, 7 

Outcomes 
ME12-5, 6, 

7 

Outcomes 
ME12-1,  
3, 4, 6, 7 

Outcomes 
ME12-1,  

4, 6, 7 
 

A 50 10 10 20 10 

B 50 10 10 20 10 

Total Marks 100% 20 20 40 20 

 
 
 
 



51 

 
 

Mathematics Extension 1 Course Outcomes 
 
ME12-1 applies techniques involving proof or calculus to model and solve problems. 
 
ME12-2 applies concepts and techniques involving vectors and projectiles to solve problems. 
 
 
ME12-3 applies advanced concepts and techniques in simplifying expressions involving compound 

angles and solving trigonometric equations. 
  
ME12-4 uses calculus in the solution of applied problems, including differential equations and 

volumes of solids of revolution. 
  
ME12-5 applies appropriate statistical processes to present, analyse and interpret data. 
  
ME12-6 chooses and uses appropriate technology to solve problems in a range of contexts.  
 
ME12-7 evaluates and justifies conclusions, communicating a position clearly in appropriate 

mathematical forms.  
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Faculty: Mathematics  Course: Mathematics Extension 2 

Knowledge, Skills and Understanding 
Students: 

• develop efficient strategies to solve complex problems using pattern recognition, 
generalisation, proof and modelling techniques 

• develop their knowledge, skills and understanding to model and solve complex and 
interconnected problems in the areas of proof, vectors and mechanics, calculus and complex 
numbers 

• develop their problem-solving and reasoning skills to create appropriate mathematical models 
in a variety of forms and apply these to difficult unstructured problems 

• use mathematics as an effective means of communication and justification in complex 
situations. 

 
Values and Attitudes 
Students value and appreciate: 

• mathematics as an essential and relevant part of life, recognising that its development and 
use has been largely in response to human needs by societies all around the globe 

• the importance of resilience and self-motivation in undertaking mathematical challenges. 

 
HSC Course Assessment Components 
The mandatory components and weightings for the HSC course are set out below. 
 
A Understanding, Fluency and Communication (50%) 
B Problem Solving, Reasoning and Justification (50%) 
 

COMPONENTS WEIGHTINGS 

TASK 1 TASK 2 TASK 3 TASK 4 

Due 
Term 4  
Week 8 

Due 
Term 1  
Week 9 

Due 
Term 2  

Weeks 9/10 

Due 
Term 3  
Week 6 

In-class test Assignment Trial HSC 
Examination 

Extended 
Task/ 

Investigation 

Outcomes 
MEX12-1, 4, 

7, 8 

Outcomes 
MEX12-1, 2, 

7, 8 

Outcomes 
MEX12-1, 3, 4, 

6, 7, 8 

Outcomes 
MEX12-1, 5, 

6, 7, 8 

A 50 10 10 20 10 

B 50 10 10 20 10 

Total Marks 100% 20 20 40 20 
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Mathematics Extension 2 Course Outcomes 
 
MEX12-1 understands and uses different representations of numbers and functions to model, 

prove results and find solutions to problems in a variety of contexts.  
 
MEX12-2 chooses appropriate strategies to construct arguments and proofs in both practical and 

abstract settings. 
 
MEX12-3 uses vectors to model and solve problems in two and three dimensions.  
 
MEX12-4 uses the relationship between algebraic and geometric representations of complex 

numbers and complex number techniques to prove results, model and solve problems.  
 
MEX12-5 applies techniques of integration to structured and unstructured problems.  
 
MEX12-6 uses mechanics to model and solve practical problems.  
 
MEX12-7 applies various mathematical techniques and concepts to model and solve structured, 

unstructured and multi-step problems.  
 
MEX12-8 communicates and justifies abstract ideas and relationships using appropriate language, 

notation and logical argument. 
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Faculty: PDHPE   Course: Community and Family Studies (CAFS) 

In this course you will cover: 

Module Topic 

Core Module One Research Methodologies  

Core Module Two Groups in Context 

Core Module Three Parenting and Caring 

Option Module Two Social Impact of Technology 

 
HSC Course Assessment Components 
 
The mandatory components and weightings for the HSC course are set out below. The internal 
assessment mark submitted to the NESA is based on the HSC course only. 
 

• Knowledge and understanding of course content (40%) 

• Skills in critical thinking, research methodology, analysing and communicating (60%) 

 

COMPONENTS WEIGHTING 

TASK 1 TASK 2 TASK 3 TASK 4 

Due 
Term 4  

Week 10 

Due 
Term 1  
Week 6 

Due 
Term 2  

Weeks 9/10 

Due 
Term 3 
Week 5 

Research 
Methodologies 

Groups 
in Context 

Trial 
Examination 

Parenting 
and Caring 

Outcomes 
H4.1, H4.2, 

7.1, 7.3 

Outcomes 
H2.3, H3.1, 
H3.3, H4.1, 
H4.2, H5.1, 
H6.2. 7.1, 
7.2, 7.4 

Outcomes 
H1.1, H2.1, 
H2.2, H2.3, 
H3.1, H3.2, 
H3.3, H3.4 
H4.1, H4.2, 
H5.1, H5.2, 
H6.1, H6.2, 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 
7.4 

Outcomes 
H1.1, H2.1, 
H2.3, H3.2, 
H3.4, H4.1 
H4.2, H5.2 
H6.1 7.1,  
7.2, 7.4 

Knowledge and 
understanding 

of course 
content 

40 5 10 15 10 

Skills in critical 
thinking, 
research 

methodology, 
analysing and 

communicating 

60 15 15 15 15 

Total Marks 100% 20% 25% 30% 25% 
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CAFS Course Outcomes 
 
H1.1   analyses the effect of resource management on the wellbeing of individuals, groups, 

families and communities.  
 
H2.1   analyses different approaches to parenting and caring relationships. 
 
H2.2   evaluates strategies to contribute to positive relationships and the wellbeing of individuals, 

groups, families and communities. 
 
H2.3   critically examines how individual rights and responsibilities in various environments 

contribute to wellbeing. 
 
H3.1   analyses the sociocultural factors that lead to special needs of individuals in groups. 
 
H3.2   evaluates networks available to individuals, groups and families within communities. 
 
H3.3   critically analyses the role of policy and community structures in supporting diversity.  
 
H3.4   critically evaluates the impact of social, legal and technological change on individuals, 

groups, families and communities.  
 
H4.1   justifies and applies appropriate research methodologies.  
 
H4.2   communicates ideas, debates issues and justifies opinions.  
 
H5.1  proposes management strategies to enable individuals and groups to satisfy their specific 

needs and to ensure equitable access to resources. 
  
H5.2   develops strategies for managing multiple roles and demands of family, work and other 

environments.  
 
H6.1   analyses how the empowerment of women and men influences the way they function 

within society.  
 
H6.2  formulates strategic plans that preserve rights, promote responsibilities and establish roles 

leading to the creation of positive social environments.  
 
H7.1 appreciates differences among individuals, groups and families within communities and 

values their contributions to society. 
 
H7.2 develops a sense of responsibility for the wellbeing of themselves and others. 
 
H7.3 appreciates the value of resource management in response to change. 
 
H7.4 values the place of management in coping with a variety of role expectations. 
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Faculty: PDHPE   Course: Personal Development, Health and Physical 

Education (PDHPE) 

In this course you will cover: 

Module Topic 

Core Module One Health Priorities in Australia 

Core Module Two Factors Affecting Performance 

Option Module One Sports Medicine 

Option Module Two Improving Performance 

 
HSC Course Assessment Components 
 
The mandatory components and weightings for the HSC course are set out below. The internal 
assessment mark submitted to the NESA is based on the HSC course only. 
 
A Knowledge and understanding of course content (40%) 
B Skills in critical thinking, research, analysis and communicating (60%) 
 

COMPONENTS WEIGHTING 

TASK 1 TASK 2 TASK 3 TASK 4 

Due 
Term 4 

Week 10 

Due 
Term 1 

Week 10 

Due 
Term 2 

Weeks 9/10 

Due 
Term 3 
Week 6 

Core 2 – 
Factors 

Affecting 
Performance 

Health 
Priorities in 

Australia 

Trial 
Examination 

Option 3 – 
Sports 

Medicine 

Outcomes 
H8, H10, H17 

 

Outcomes 
H4, H14, 

H16 

Outcomes 
H1, H2, H3, 
H4, H5, H7, 

H8, H9, H10, 
H11, H14, 

H15, H16, H17 

Outcomes 
H8, H13, 
H16, H17 

A 40 10 10 15 5 

B 60 15 15 15 15 

Total Marks 100% 25  25  30  20  
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PDHPE Course Outcomes 
 
H1  describes the nature and justifies the choice of Australia’s health priorities. 
 
H2  analyses and explains the health status of Australians in terms of current trends and groups 

most at risk. 
 
H3 analyses the determinants of health and health inequities. 
 
H4 argues the case for health promotion based on the Ottawa Charter. 
 
H5  explains the different roles and responsibilities of individuals, communities and governments 

in addressing Australia’s health priorities. 
 
H7  explains the relationship between physiology and movement potential.  
 
H8  explains how a variety of training approaches and other interventions enhance performance 

and safety in physical activity.  
 
H9  explains how movement skill is acquired and appraised. 
 
H10  designs and implements training plans to improve performance.  
 
H11  designs psychological strategies and nutritional plans in response to individual performance 

needs. 
H13  selects and applies strategies for the management of injuries and the 

promotion of safety in sport and physical activity. 
 
H14  argues the benefits of health-promoting actions and choices that promote social justice. 
 
H15  critically analyses key issues affecting the health of Australians and proposes ways 

of working towards better health for all. 
 
H16  devises methods of gathering, interpreting and communicating information about health 

and physical activity concepts.  
 
H17 selects appropriate options and formulates strategies based on a critical analysis of 

the factors that affect performance and safe participation.  
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Faculty: PDHPE   Course: Sport, Lifestyle and Recreation (SLR) 

In this course you will cover: 

Module Topic 

Module One Games and Sports Applications II 

Module Two Sports Administration 

Module Three Fitness 

Module Four First Aid and Sports Injuries 

Module Five Individual Games and Sports Applications 

 
HSC Course Assessment Components 
The mandatory components and weightings for the HSC course are set out below. The internal 
assessment mark submitted to the NESA is based on the HSC course only. 
 
A Knowledge and understanding of:  

• the factors that affect health and participation in physical activity 

• the principles and processes impacting the realization of movement potential 
B Skills in: 

• analysing and implementing strategies that promote health, physical activity and 
enhance performance 

• influencing the participation and performance of self and others 
C Skills in critical thinking, research and analysis 
 

COMPONENTS WEIGHTING 

TASK 1 TASK 2 TASK 3 TASK 4 

Due 
Term 1 
Week 3 

Due 
Term 1 

Week 10 

Due 
Term 2 
Week 5 

Due 
Term 3 
Week 6 

Sports 
Administration 

Carnival 
Organisation 

Fitness 
Testing 

First Aid 
Practical and 
Theory Exam 

Individual 
Games and 

Sports 
Application

s 

Outcomes 
1.1, 1.3, 1.6, 
2.4, 3.2, 4.2, 

4.5 
 

Outcomes 
1.2, 1.3, 
2.2, 3.2, 
3.3, 4.1 

Outcomes 
1.3, 2.5, 3.6, 
4.2, 4.4, 4.5 

Outcomes 
1.1, 1.3, 
2.1, 3.1, 

3.2, 4.1, 4.4 

A 35 10 5 10 10 

B 35 10 10 5 10 

C 30 10 5 10 5 

Total Marks 100% 30 20 25 25 
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SLR Course Outcomes 
 
1.1 applies the rules and conventions that relate to participation in a range of physical activities 
 
1.2 explains the relationship between physical activity, fitness and healthy lifestyle 
 
1.3 demonstrates ways to enhance safety in physical activity. 
 
1.6 describes administrative procedures that support successful performance outcomes. 
 
2.1 explains the principles of skill development and training. 
 
2.2  analyses the fitness requirements of specific activities. 
 
2.4  describes how societal influences impact on the nature of sport in Australia. 
 
2.5  describes the relationship between anatomy, physiology and performance. 
 
3.1  selects appropriate strategies and tactics for success in a range of movement contexts. 
 
3.2  designs programs that respond to performance needs. 
 
3.3  measures and evaluates physical performance capacity. 
 
3.6  assesses and responds appropriately to emergency care situations. 
 
4.1  plans strategies to achieve performance goal. 
 
4.2  demonstrates leadership skills and a capacity to work cooperatively in movement context. 
 
4.4 demonstrates competence and confidence in movement contexts. 
 
4.5 recognises the skills and abilities required to adopt roles that support health, safety 

and physical activity. 
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Faculty: Science   Course: Biology 

In this course you will cover: 

Module Topic 

5 Heredity 

6 Genetic Change 

7 Infectious Disease 

8 Non-infectious Disease and Disorders 

 
HSC Course Assessment Components 
The mandatory components and weightings for the HSC course are set out below. The internal 
assessment mark submitted to the NESA is based on the HSC course only. 
 
Skills 

● develop skills in applying the processes of Working Scientifically. 
Knowledge and Understanding 

● develop knowledge and understanding of heredity and genetic technologies 
● develop knowledge and understanding of the effects of disease and disorders. 

Values and Attitudes 
● develop positive, informed values and attitudes towards biology 
● recognise the importance and relevance of biology in their lives 
● recognise the influence of economic, political and societal impacts on the development of 

scientific knowledge 
● develop an appreciation of the influence of imagination and creativity in scientific research. 
●  

COMPONENTS WEIGHTING 

TASK 1 TASK 2 TASK 3 TASK 4 

Due 
Term 4  
Week 8 

Due 
Term 1 
Week 9 

Due 
Term 2 

Weeks 9-10 

Due 
Term 3  
Week 6 

Practical  
Task 

Depth  
Study 

Trial 
Examination 

Secondary 
Source 

Investigation 

Outcomes 
BIO12-1, 
BIO12-2, 
BIO12-3 

BIO12-12 

Outcomes 
BIO12-1, 
BIO12-5, 
BIO12-6, 
BIO12-7, 
BIO12-13 

Outcomes 
BIO12-6, 
BIO12-7, 
BIO12-14 

Outcomes 
BIO12-4, 
BIO12-5, 
BIO12-7 

BIO12-15 

Skills in 
working 

scientifically 
60 20 20 15 5 

Knowledge 
and 

understanding 
of course 
content 

40 0 10 15 15 

Total Marks 100% 20 30 30 20 
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Biology Course Outcomes 
 
BIO12-1 develops and evaluates questions and hypotheses for scientific investigation. 
 
BIO12-2 designs and evaluates investigations in order to obtain primary and secondary data and 

information. 
 
BIO12-3 conducts investigations to collect valid and reliable primary and secondary data and 

information. 
 
BIO12-4 selects and processes appropriate qualitative and quantitative data and information 

using a range of appropriate media. 
 
BIO12-5 analyses and evaluates primary and secondary data and information. 
 
BIO12-6 solves scientific problems using primary and secondary data, critical thinking skills and 

scientific processes. 
 
BIO12-7 communicates scientific understanding using suitable language and terminology for a 

specific audience or purpose. 
 
BIO12-12 explains the structures of DNA and analyses the mechanisms of inheritance and how 

processes of reproduction ensure continuity of species. 
 
BIO12-13 explains natural genetic change and the use of genetic technologies to induce genetic 

change. 
 
BIO12-14 analyses infectious disease in terms of cause, transmission, management and the 

organism’s response, including the human immune system. 
 
BIO12-15 explains non-infectious disease and disorders and a range of technologies and methods 

used to assist, control, prevent and treat non-infectious disease. 
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Faculty: Science   Course: Chemistry 

In this course you will cover: 

Module Topic 

5 Equilibrium and Acid Reactions 

6 Acid/Base Reactions 

7 Organic Chemistry 

8 Applying Chemical Ideas 

 
HSC Course Assessment Components 
 
The mandatory components and weightings for the HSC course are set out below. The internal 
assessment mark submitted to the NESA is based on the HSC course only. 
 
Skills 
● develop skills in applying the processes of Working Scientifically 

Knowledge and Understanding 
● develop knowledge and understanding of equilibrium and acid reactions 
● develop knowledge and understanding of the applications of chemistry 

Values and Attitudes 
● develop positive, informed values and attitudes towards chemistry 
● recognise the importance and relevance of chemistry in their lives 
● recognise the influence of economic, political and societal impacts on the development of 

scientific knowledge 
● develop an appreciation of the influence of imagination and creativity in scientific research 

 

COMPONENTS WEIGHTING 

TASK 1 TASK 2 TASK 3 TASK 4 

Due 
Term 4  
Week 7 

Due 
Term 1 
Week 8 

Due 
Term 2  

Weeks 9/10 

Due 
Term 3  
Week 5 

Secondary 
Source 

Investigation 

Conduct a 
Scientific 

Investigation 

Trial 
Examination 

Depth Study 

Outcomes 
CH12-6 
CH12-7 

CH12-12 

Outcomes 
CH12-2 
CH12-3 

CH12-13 

Outcomes 
CH12-6 

CH12-12 
CH12-13 
CH12-14 

Outcomes 
CH12-1 
CH12-4 
CH12-5 
CH12-7 

CH12-15 

Skills in working 
scientifically 

60 10 15 10 25 

Knowledge and 
understanding of 
course content 

40 10 5 20 5 

Total Marks 100% 20 20 30 30 
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Chemistry Course Outcomes 
 
CH12-1 develops and evaluates questions and hypotheses for scientific investigation. 
 
CH12-2  designs and evaluates investigations in order to obtain primary and secondary data and 

information. 
 
CH12-3 conducts investigations to collect valid and reliable primary and secondary data and 

information. 
 
CH12-4  selects and processes appropriate qualitative and quantitative data and information using 

a range of appropriate media. 
 
CH12-5  analyses and evaluates primary and secondary data and information. 
 
CH12-6  solves scientific problems using primary and secondary data, critical thinking skills and 

scientific processes. 
 
CH12-7  communicates scientific understanding using suitable language and terminology for a 

specific audience or purpose. 
 
CH12-12  explains the characteristics of equilibrium systems, and the factors that affect these 

systems. 
 
CH12-13  describes, explains and quantitatively analyses acids and bases using contemporary 

models. 
 
CH12-14  analyses the structure of, and predicts reactions involving, carbon compounds. 
 
CH12-15  describes and evaluates chemical systems used to design and analyse chemical processes. 
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Faculty: Science   Course: Earth and Environmental Science 

In this course you will cover: 

 
Module Topic 

7 Climate Science 

5 Earth’s Processes 

6 Hazards 

8 Resource Management 

 
HSC Course Assessment Components 
The mandatory components and weightings for the HSC course are set out below. The internal 
assessment mark submitted to the Board of Studies is to be based on the HSC course only. 
 
A Skills in:  

• develop skills in applying the processes of Working Scientifically. 
 

B Knowledge and Understanding of: 

• develop knowledge and understanding of the evolving Earth 

• develop knowledge and understanding of the impacts of living on the Earth. 
 

COMPONENTS WEIGHTING  

TASK 1 TASK 2 TASK 3 TASK 4 

Due 
Term 4 
 Week 8 

Due   
Term 1 
 Week 8 

Due  
Term 2  

Week 9-10 

Due 
Term 3  
Week 5 

Secondary 
Source 

Investigation 

Depth 
Study 

Trial 
Examination 

Scientific 
Report 

Outcomes 
EES12-4 
EES12-5 
EES12-7 

EES12-14 

Outcomes 
EES12-1 
EES12-5 
EES12-6 
EES12-7 

EES12-12 

Outcomes 
EES12-6 
EES12-7 

EES12-13 

Outcomes 
EES12-2 
EES12-3 
EES12-6 

EES12-15 

Skills in Working 
Scientifically 

60 10 20 15 15 

Knowledge and 
Understanding 

40 10 10 15 5 

Total Marks 100% 20 30 30 20 
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Earth and Environmental Science Course Outcomes 
 
EES12-1  develops and evaluates questions and hypotheses for scientific 

investigation. 
 
EES12-2  designs and evaluates investigations in order to obtain primary and 

secondary data and information. 
 
EES12-3  conducts investigations to collect valid and reliable primary and secondary 

data and information. 
 
EES12-4  selects and processes appropriate qualitative and quantitative data and 

information using a range of appropriate media. 
 
EES12-5  analyses and evaluates primary and secondary data and information. 
 
EES12-6  solves scientific problems using primary and secondary data, critical thinking 

skills and scientific processes. 
 
EES12-7  communicates scientific understanding using suitable language and 

terminology for a specific audience or purpose. 
 
EES12-12  describes and evaluates the models that show the structure and 

development of the Earth over its history. 
 
EES12-13  describes and evaluates the causes of the Earth’s hazards and the ways in 

which they affect, and are affected by, the Earth's systems. 
 
EES12-14  analyses the natural processes and human influences on the Earth, including 

the scientific evidence for changes in climate. 
 
EES12-15  describes and assesses renewable and non-renewable Earth resources and 

how their extraction, use, consumption and disposal affect the Earth’s 
systems. 
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Faculty: Science   Course: Physics 

In this course you will cover: 

Module Topic 

5 Advanced Mechanics 

6 Electromagnetism 

7 The Nature of Light 

8 From the Universe to the Atom 

 
HSC Course Assessment Components 
 
The mandatory components and weightings for the HSC course are set out below. The internal 
assessment mark submitted to the NESA is based on the HSC course only. 
 
Skills 
● develop skills in applying the processes of Working Scientifically 

Knowledge and Understanding 
● develop knowledge and understanding of advanced mechanics and electromagnetism 

● develop knowledge and understanding of the role of evidence and prediction in the 

 development of theories in physics 

Values and Attitudes 
● develop positive, informed values and attitudes towards physics 

● recognise the importance and relevance of physics in their lives 

● recognise the influence of economic, political and societal impacts on the development of 

 scientific knowledge 

● develop an appreciation of the influence of imagination and creativity in scientific research. 
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COMPONENTS WEIGHTING 

TASK 1 TASK 2 TASK 3 TASK 4 

Due 
Term 4 
Week 7 

Due 
Term 1 
Week 9 

Due 
Term 2 

Weeks 9/10 

Due 
Term 3 
Week 4 

Scientific 
Investigation 

Depth 
Study 

Trial 
Examination 

Secondary 
Source 

Investigation 

Outcomes 
PH12-1 
PH12-2 
PH12-3 

PH12-12 

Outcomes 
PH12-1 
PH12-5 
PH12-6 
PH12-7 

PH12-13 

Outcomes 
PH12-7 

PH12-12 
PH12-13 
PH12-14 

Outcomes 
PH12-4 
PH12-6 
PH12-7 

PH12-15 

Skills in 
working 

scientifically 
60 20 20 10 10 

Knowledge 
and 

understanding 
of course 
content 

40 10 10 10 10 

Total Marks 100% 30 30 20 20 

 
Physics Course Outcomes 
 
PH12-1 develops and evaluates questions and hypotheses for scientific investigation. 
 
PH12-2  designs and evaluates investigations in order to obtain primary and secondary data and 

information. 
 
PH12-3 conducts investigations to collect valid and reliable primary and secondary data and 

information. 
 
PH12-4 selects and processes appropriate qualitative and quantitative data and information using 

a range of appropriate media. 
 
PH12-5 analyses and evaluates primary and secondary data and information. 
 
PH12-6 solves scientific problems using primary and secondary data, critical thinking skills and 

scientific processes. 
 
PH12-7 communicates scientific understanding using suitable language and terminology for a 

specific audience or purpose. 
 
PH12-12  describes and analyses qualitatively and quantitatively circular motion and motion in a 

gravitational field, in particular, the projectile motion of particles. 
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PH12-13  explains and analyses the electric and magnetic interactions due to charged particles and 
currents and evaluates their effect both qualitatively and quantitatively. 

 
PH12-14  describes and analyses evidence for the properties of light and evaluates the implications 

of this evidence for modern theories of physics in the contemporary world. 
 
PH12-15  explains and analyses the evidence supporting the relationship between astronomical 

events and the nucleosynthesis of atoms and relates these to the development of the 
current model of the atom. 
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Faculty: Science   Course: Science Extension 

In this course you will cover: 

Module Topic 

1 The Foundations of Scientific Thinking 

2 The Scientific Research Proposal 

3 The Data, Evidence, and Decisions 

4 The Scientific Research Report 

 
HSC Course Assessment Components 
 
The mandatory components and weightings for the HSC course are set out below. The internal 
assessment mark submitted to the NESA is based on the HSC course only. 
 
Knowledge and Understanding and Skills 
 
● apply the Working Scientifically processes as they are practised by the scientific community 

● develop extensive knowledge and understanding about the development of scientific inquiry 

and research 

● develop extensive understanding of the nature of, and the application and processes involved 

in, modern scientific research 

● develop and apply comprehensive knowledge, understanding and skills, to a specific area of 

science informed by researching, manipulating and analysing primary and secondary-sourced 

data in relation to relevant publicly available data sets 

● develop and apply extensive knowledge, understanding and skills in regard to the current 

methods of communicating scientific ideas through scientific research 

Values and Attitudes 
● develop positive values and attitudes towards science 

● develop an appreciation of the significance of applying imagination and creativity to scientific 

research 

● develop an appreciation of the wonder of science and acknowledge the contribution science has 

made to contemporary society 

● appreciate the influence of cultural, political and societal influences on the development of 

scientific knowledge 

● support ethical ideals when collecting and analysing data and publishing scientific research 

results 
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COMPONENTS WEIGHTING 

TASK 1 TASK 2 TASK 3 

Due 
Term 1 
Week 2 

Due 
Term 2 
Week 4 

Due 
Term 3 
Week 5 

Poster and 
Oral 

Presentation 
of Research 

Proposal 

Statistical 
Case Study 

Scientific 
Research 

Report 

Outcomes 
SE-1  
SE-3 
SE-7 

Outcomes 
SE-2 
SE-5 
SE-6 

Outcomes 
SE-1 to SE-7 

Communicating 
scientifically 

30 15 5 10 

Gathering, recording, 
analysing and 
evaluating data 

30 5 15 10 

Application of 
scientific research 
skills 

40 10 10 20 

Total Marks 100% 30 30 40 

 
Science Extension Course Outcomes: 
 
SE-1 refines and applies the Working Scientifically processes in relation to scientific research. 
 
SE-2 analyses historic and cultural observations, ethical considerations and philosophical 

arguments involved in the development of scientific knowledge and scientific methods of 
inquiry. 

 
SE-3 interrogates relevant and valid peer-reviewed scientific research to develop a scientific 

research question, hypothesis, proposal and plan. 
 
SE-4 uses statistical applications, mathematical processes and/or modelling to gather, process, 

analyse and represent reliable and valid datasets. 
 
SE-5 analyses and applies the processes used in reliable and valid scientific research to solve 

complex scientific problems and inform further research. 
 
SE-6 analyses and reports on a contemporary issue or an application of science informed by either 

primary or secondary-sourced data, or both, in relation to relevant publicly available data 
sets. 

 
SE-7 communicates analysis of an argument or conclusion incorporating appropriate scientific 

language and referencing techniques in a scientific report. 
 



71 

Faculty: TAS    Course: Industrial Technology 

In this course you will cover: 

Industry Study 

Major Project: 
• Design, Management and Communication 

• Production 

• Industry Related Manufacturing Technology 

 
HSC Course Assessment Components 
A Knowledge and understanding of the organisation and management of, and manufacturing 

processes and techniques used by, the focus area 
B Knowledge, skills and understanding in designing, managing, problem-solving, communicating 

and the safe use of manufacturing processes and techniques through the design and production 
of a quality Major Project 

 
 

COMPONENTS WEIGHTING 

TASK 1 TASK 2 TASK 3 TASK 4 

Due: 
Term 4 
Week 7 

Due: 
Term 1 
 Week 6 

Due: 
Term 2 

Weeks 9/10 

Due: 
Term 3 
Week 3 

Report 1: 
“Research 

and 
Design” 

Report 2: 
“Production 

and 
Management” 

Trial HSC 
Examination 

Presentation 
“Production 

and 
Evaluation” 

Outcomes 
H2.1, H3.1, 
H3.2, H4.3, 
H5.1, H5.2, 

H6.1 

Outcomes 
H2.1, H3.1, 
H4.1, H4.2, 
H4.3, H5.1, 
H5.2, H6.1, 

H6.2 

Outcomes 
H1.1, H1.2, 
H1.3, H2.1, 
H3.1, H3.3, 
H4.3, H5.1, 
H6.1, H6.2, 
H7.1, H7.2 

Outcomes 
H3.2, H4.3, 
H5.2, H6.1 

 

A 40 10 10 20  

B 60 10 20  30 

Total Marks 100% 20 30 20 30 
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Industrial Technology Course Outcomes: 
H1.1 investigates industry through the study of businesses in one focus area 
H1.2 identifies appropriate equipment, production and manufacturing techniques and describes 

the impact of new and developing technologies in industry 
H1.3 identifies important historical developments in the focus area industry 
H2.1 demonstrates proficiency in the use of safe working practices and workshop equipment 

maintenance techniques 
H3.1 demonstrates skills in sketching, producing and interpreting drawings 
H3.2 selects and applies appropriate research and problem-solving skills  
H3.3 applies and justifies design principles effectively through the production of a Major Project 
H4.1 demonstrates competence in a range of practical skills appropriate to the Major Project 
H4.2 explores the need to outsource appropriate expertise where necessary to complement 

personal practical skills 
H4.3 critically applies knowledge and skills related to properties and characteristics of 

materials/components 
H5.1 selects and uses communication and information processing skills 
H5.2 examines and applies appropriate documentation techniques to project management 
H6.1 evaluates the characteristics of quality manufactured products 
H6.2 applies the principles of quality and quality control 
H7.1 explains the impact of the focus area industry on the social and physical environment 
H7.2 analyses the impact of existing, new and emerging technologies of the focus industry on 

society and the environment 
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VET Appeals Flowchart 

 

  
 

YES 

YES 

School/ delivering teachers explain rights of appeal to students at commencement of course 
and assessment process 

Teacher receives 
informal appeal 

Appeal is resolved 
No further action 

required 

Mediation by 
Teacher’s direct 

Supervisor 

No further action 
required 

Formal appeals 
process initiated: 

Student lodges formal 
appeal to Principal 

within 5 working days 

School Appeal Panel 
convened with 

student and assessor 
input 

(Within 10 days) 

Student can lodge further 
appeal to Senior Pathways 
Officer who will convene 

an appeal panel 

Student can lodge further 
appeal to ASQA 

Reassessment process 
by school 

N
O 

N
O 

N
O 

N
O 

REJECTED UPHELD 
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Assessment Missed Due to Illness/Misadventure 

 
Task Details 

 
Details of Illness/Misadventure/Absence  

 

Date/s of Absences: ……………………………….………………    to    ………………………………………………..……        

Reason for Absence:   

……………………………………………………………………….…………………………….………………………....................... 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Doctor’s Certificate Attached?        Yes                     No                       Other documentation 

 

Student Signature: …………………………………………………………………………… Date: …………………………………… 

Parent Signature:............................................................................................... Date: ……………………… 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Reply to request to hand in/perform missed task 
 
Teacher Recommendation:……………………………………………………   New Date: …….……………………………… 

Head Teacher Recommendation:         Mark awarded    No mark awarded 

Reason: 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Head Teacher Signature: ……………………………………………………………… Date:  ……………………………………... 

Head Teacher Name: ………………………………………………………………………….. DP: …………………………….. 

  

Student Name: 

Course Name: 

Class Teacher:  

Task Number: Title: 

Weighting: Original Due Date:  
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